CHAP. 2. The Colonies                           445
development towards self-government or independence. Super-
vision of the new system is entrusted to the Trusteeship Council, one
of the six principal organs of the United Nations. Territories are
placed by trusteeship agreements into the following categories;
(a) territories previously held under a mandate; (b) territories de-
tached from defeated States as a result of the Second World War;
(c) other territories voluntarily placed under the trusteeship system
by States hitherto exercising exclusive sovereignty over them. With
regard to category (a) the United Kingdom, Australia and New
Zealand have placed their mandated territory under the new system.1
The Union of South Africa, which held the mandate for the former
German South-West Africa, sought (and is still seeking) to incor-
porate the territory into the Union. There are not yet any examples
of territories falling within categories (b) and (c).
Responsibility for the administration of trust territories under the
United Kingdom Government lies with the Secretary of State for
the Colonies and legislation is by Order in Council or other pre-
rogative instrument under the Foreign Jurisdiction Acts.
The inhabitants of a mandated territory owed, in return for the Allegiance,
protection afforded, allegiance to the mandatory power. Thus in
The King v. Christian, [1924] A.D. 101, the Supreme Court of South
Africa decided that the Union as mandatory power had sufficient
internal sovereignty over the South West African territory held under
mandate to permit the conviction of an inhabitant for treason. But
the inhabitants of a mandated territory retained their original
nationality: The King v. Setter, [1939] 1 All R R. 729. The sub-
stitution of trusteeship for mandates has made no difference; the
inhabitants of trust territory administered by the United Kingdom
Government are British protected persons within the definition
given in the British Nationality Act, 1948. The British Protectorates,
Protected States and Protected Persons Order in Council (S.L, 1949,
No. 140), made under the British Nationality Act, 1948, names the
territories to which, as colonial protectorates, protected states or
trust territories, the Act applies and defines who are to be British
protected persons for the purposes of the Act.
1 For the United Kingdom, see Mandated and Trust Territories Act, 1947,
which applies with modifications the operation of enactments appropriate to
mandated territories to trust territories.